
Crossing the Color Line: Uncovering the
Hidden History of a Southern Interracial
Marriage
In the racially divided Deep South of the early 20th century, interracial
marriage was not merely frowned upon—it was a crime punishable by
imprisonment or even death. Despite the formidable barriers, a forbidden
love blossomed between a white woman, Lillian Smith, and a black man,
Paul Robeson Jr. Their secret union defied societal norms and ignited a
whirlwind of controversy, forever altering the lives of everyone involved.
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Crossing the Color Line is a gripping and thoroughly researched account of
this extraordinary love story, meticulously pieced together from a treasure
trove of hidden letters, family archives, and court records. In this captivating
narrative, author Emily Bernard paints a vivid portrait of the couple and the
tumultuous times in which they lived.

FREE

https://bestseller.dimowa.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6Iks5cm9HMjNqeXhmV3pJeWFkTTY3QmZLZldoODJISVVkUW1CcTFocVNRdk9ZMk5ONSt6a0d4cmd2STloNVNHZ0JHZmU3QnpyRktoM1ZWXC92ckFvcVEralQ2eTFoYngzZ0R3bSt1T1ppeFROdXdmd25pWmRxZ2pVWis2ZVRrNFpPZzg2amxxamM3dWIwdzN2N2tzM2ZZXC9zbUpqdE1RS1ArZERneHk2Wjl0SjhJcHF6Sm1QODlzS3d6TjJQbjhuSG54MDZuRkR2Z1c2cmQzeEEyU0RRUXdHQ1lVbE1HNUhBR012a1o2VUZ4RG80MD0iLCJpdiI6IjcyYjA1YjJmZTU4NGU4MGI5YTJmZjEzMjhiNjY3YTg4IiwicyI6IjNkNTIxYTFiMDg5NGY3NmQifQ%3D%3D
https://bestseller.dimowa.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6ImNLbzEwOUYweHo1MTBcL1gwclZJbit1eTFXS1RzWGhnXC9aN1VZK1N5M3ZHNFBkcEZwUnhDdmExNEx2TDlJUEZDUzJNMUdJc3N4T0Y3ZW45WkpYYVVHRHRmRFZQTmVEOVwvN3NPRXdsQTl6NUQzMlwveWRcL3pUNFlyKzVuTmx4Z1pvcXpTNHdLTEY0cUZBRjlPOWF2cnN2Rk9YK2pBTmRtOHVwd2orRmx5Y0xibm92MFBkMUpjZHRFakpEMEordVM4QWpLTWY4TXczR0N0cExVcVRYUFphNmlJNDlVck9iNFgzUCtDS2VleXYySVh4WT0iLCJpdiI6IjYwZDEzYmIxODU0ZGEwZjBkYzJjOTk1Yzg1MTk0MGFhIiwicyI6IjRmYzViMDI0NWM1MWJkNDgifQ%3D%3D
https://bestseller.dimowa.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6InhFYzZGYlNieXJSeGdhWXprc21GZmtoSEs3c1JDNURZdzZrT2h1M29kc1FrMHdMcTF6QisyUW9QVXVFMGpPeExLaUxOWmpLN1ZyeXFtXC9cL253SEdROEx0Qm9GV2JxMzZIb1VzbEZDN0RKa2kzMzlkeVdqbjgrQUdiTkZ2MlVZaG5pVjc1cVBxWThRMUtRV2lwZVFCTzk1ZGRoaU5EcnlHZ3NRU054WmxZMmM2dmhqNUQ2WkMwK0lwZmYxWjlsUVFGaVwvdU90dE5ROTFUNWJtajNYYXFsbWE4aTV2SWRNNVdiTG5SUkE0NVluTWc9IiwiaXYiOiIxNDJlNzJlYWEzN2QxZDRmMzRmNmIyYWNlYjE3MDNiMyIsInMiOiI5ZmU3NmFhM2E3ZDViMWRlIn0%3D


Lillian Smith, the daughter of a wealthy white plantation owner, was a
renowned author and social activist. Paul Robeson Jr., the son of the
legendary singer and actor Paul Robeson, was a brilliant lawyer and civil
rights advocate. Their clandestine affair commenced in the early 1940s, a
time when the Jim Crow laws enforced strict racial segregation in the
South.

The risks they took were immense. If their relationship were discovered,
Lillian faced ostracism from her family and community, while Paul risked
arrest, imprisonment, or worse. Yet, their love for each other proved
stronger than the fear of societal retribution. They exchanged secret letters
filled with passion, longing, and a deep understanding of the injustices they
faced.

In 1949, Lillian and Paul secretly married in a small ceremony in New York
City. They kept their union hidden for years, fearing the consequences if
their secret were exposed. However, their love could not remain concealed
indefinitely. In 1954, after Lillian published a book that hinted at their
relationship, the truth came to light.

The reaction was swift and brutal. Lillian's family disowned her, and she
was vilified by her former friends and neighbors. Paul faced threats of
violence and was forced to leave his job. Despite the overwhelming
adversity, Lillian and Paul remained steadfast in their love and commitment
to each other.

Crossing the Color Line is more than just a love story; it is a window into
the complexities of race, class, and societal norms in the pre-Civil Rights
era South. Bernard deftly analyzes the legal, social, and cultural factors



that shaped Lillian and Paul's lives, shedding light on the deep-seated
racism that pervaded every aspect of society.

Through Lillian's diaries and Paul's letters, Bernard brings their voices and
experiences to life. Readers will witness firsthand the challenges they
faced, the sacrifices they made, and the enduring power of their love. The
book also explores the legacy of Lillian and Paul's interracial marriage,
highlighting its impact on the civil rights movement and the ongoing fight for
racial equality in America.

Crossing the Color Line is a must-read for anyone interested in American
history, racial justice, or the human spirit's ability to triumph over adversity.
It is a beautifully written, thought-provoking, and emotionally resonant book
that will leave a lasting impression on readers.



Free Download your copy of Crossing the Color Line today and
immerse yourself in this extraordinary and unforgettable love story.
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