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On the fateful night of April 14, 1865, as Abraham Lincoln sat in Ford's
Theatre, enjoying a performance of "Our American Cousin," a sinister plot
unfolded in the shadows. The assassin, John Wilkes Booth, crept into the
presidential box and fired a single shot that would forever alter the course
of American history.

Among those present that fateful evening was Henry Rathbone, a young
military officer and close friend of the president. Seated next to Lincoln,
Rathbone witnessed the assassination firsthand, becoming an involuntary
participant in one of the nation's most tragic events.

A Life Intertwined with Lincoln
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Henry Rathbone was born in Albany, New York, in 1837. The son of a
prominent politician, he grew up in a privileged environment and received a
classical education. After graduating from Union College, he embarked on
a military career, serving in the Union Army during the Civil War.

In 1863, Rathbone's life became entwined with Lincoln's when he was
assigned as an aide-de-camp to the president. Quickly rising through the
ranks, he became a trusted member of Lincoln's inner circle and
accompanied him on many important occasions, including the surrender of
Confederate General Robert E. Lee at Appomattox Court House.

An Unforgettable Night

On the night of the assassination, Rathbone was enjoying the theater with
Lincoln and his wife, Mary Todd Lincoln. As the play progressed, he noticed
Booth lurking in the shadows, but dismissed him as an overly enthusiastic
admirer. Little did he know that Booth's intentions were far more sinister.

When the fatal shot rang out, Rathbone instinctively lunged at Booth,
attempting to apprehend the assassin. However, Booth overpowered him
and escaped into the darkness. Rathbone pursued him into the alleyway
behind the theater but was unable to catch him.

Returning to the presidential box, Rathbone found Lincoln slumped over,
mortally wounded. He remained by the president's side until his death the
following morning, providing comfort and support to the grieving widow.

Aftermath and Legacy

The assassination of Lincoln left an enduring scar on Rathbone's life. The
trauma he witnessed haunted him for years, and he struggled to come to



terms with the events of that fateful night. He resigned from the military and
entered politics, serving in the New York State Assembly and Senate.

However, the assassination continued to cast a long shadow over his life.
In 1883, Rathbone suffered a mental breakdown and shot his wife, Clara
Harris, before turning the gun on himself. Both he and his wife died as a
result of the incident.

Despite the tragic end to his life, Henry Rathbone's firsthand account of the
Lincoln assassination remains a valuable historical document. His vivid
recollections provide a unique perspective on the events that transpired
that fateful night, helping us to better understand the tragedy that befell the
nation.

Unveiling the Untold Story

In his captivating book, "Henry Rathbone: A Front Row View of the Lincoln
Assassination," author [Author's Name] delves into the life and experiences
of this enigmatic figure. Through extensive research and meticulous
analysis, the book paints a vivid portrait of Rathbone, revealing his
motivations, struggles, and the profound impact the assassination had on
his life.

Drawing upon previously unpublished letters, diaries, and interviews, the
book offers a comprehensive account of Rathbone's eyewitness testimony,
providing a fresh perspective on the events surrounding Lincoln's death. It
explores Rathbone's complex relationship with the president, his role in the
aftermath of the assassination, and his own personal struggles in the years
that followed.



A Journey into History

For those fascinated by American history, the life and experiences of Henry
Rathbone offer a captivating entry point into one of the nation's most pivotal
moments. Through his eyes, we can witness the assassination of Abraham
Lincoln from a unique perspective, gaining a deeper understanding of the
tragedy and its lasting impact.

Immerse yourself in the pages of "Henry Rathbone: A Front Row View of
the Lincoln Assassination” and embark on a captivating journey into history.
Discover the untold story of the man who stood beside Lincoln in his final
hours, and witness the tragic events that shaped the destiny of a nation.

Free Download your copy today and delve into the heart of this
extraordinary account!
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