
Indianapolis Union and Belt Railroads:
Railroads Past and Present
Indianapolis, the capital city of Indiana, has a rich railroad history that has
played a pivotal role in its growth and development. The Indianapolis Union
and Belt Railroads (IUBRR) has been at the heart of this history, serving as
the transportation hub for the city and the region. This book delves into the
fascinating past and present of the IUBRR, exploring its impact on the city's
industrial growth and economic prosperity.
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Early Beginnings: The Indianapolis Belt Railroad

The Indianapolis Belt Railroad (IBR) was incorporated in 1871 as a belt line
railroad to connect the various railroads entering Indianapolis. Prior to its
construction, freight had to be transferred between railroads by horse-
drawn wagons, a slow and inefficient process that hindered the city's
economic growth. The IBR solved this problem by creating a continuous rail
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line around the city, allowing trains to move seamlessly between different
railroads without the need for time-consuming transfers.

The Rise of the Indianapolis Union Railway

In 1899, the Indianapolis Union Railway (IUR) was formed by a group of
local businessmen to provide passenger and freight service within the city
limits. The IUR quickly became the dominant railroad in Indianapolis,
operating a vast network of streetcars and interurban lines that connected
the city's neighborhoods and outlying areas. The IUR also played a crucial
role in the city's industrial development, transporting raw materials to
factories and finished goods to markets.

The Merger: Indianapolis Union and Belt Railroads

In 1933, the IBR and the IUR merged to form the Indianapolis Union and
Belt Railroads. The merger created a single, unified railroad system that
served both the city and the region. The IUBRR continued to expand its
operations, acquiring new lines and upgrading its infrastructure to meet the
growing demands of the city's industries.

The Diesel Era and Modernization

The post-World War II era marked a period of significant change for the
IUBRR. The railroad transitioned from steam locomotives to diesel engines,
which were more efficient and powerful. The IUBRR also invested heavily
in modernizing its operations, including the construction of a new
classification yard and the installation of centralized traffic control systems.

The Rise of Intermodal Transportation



In the 1960s, the IUBRR began to embrace intermodal transportation,
which involves the movement of goods between different modes of
transport, such as rail, truck, and water. The IUBRR constructed intermodal
terminals and partnered with trucking companies to provide seamless
transportation services for its customers.

The Impact on Indianapolis

The IUBRR has had a profound impact on the growth and development of
Indianapolis. The railroad has played a vital role in transporting goods and
people, supporting the city's industries, and connecting it to regional and
national markets. The IUBRR's presence has attracted businesses to the
city, created jobs, and stimulated economic growth.

The Legacy: A Vital Transportation Hub

Today, the IUBRR continues to be a vital transportation hub for Indianapolis
and the region. The railroad operates a network of rail lines, intermodal
terminals, and classification yards that facilitate the movement of goods
and materials. The IUBRR also provides passenger service through its
partnership with Amtrak, connecting Indianapolis to major cities across the
United States.

The Indianapolis Union and Belt Railroads has a rich and storied history
that is intertwined with the growth and development of Indianapolis. From
its humble beginnings as a belt line railroad to its present-day role as a vital
transportation hub, the IUBRR has played a pivotal role in shaping the
city's industrial, economic, and social landscape. This book provides a
comprehensive exploration of the IUBRR's past and present, offering a
fascinating glimpse into the vital role that railroads have played in the
development of our nation.
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