
Nine Horses: A Poetic Journey Through Time
and Nature
In the realm of contemporary American poetry, Billy Collins stands as a
beacon of wit, clarity, and accessibility. His poems, characterized by their
playful language, insightful observations, and wry humor, have garnered
critical acclaim and a wide readership.
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Among Collins's most celebrated works is 'Nine Horses', a collection of
poems published in 2002. The poems in 'Nine Horses' traverse a vast
canvas, exploring themes of time, nature, memory, and the human
condition.

The Power of the Unseen

One of the defining characteristics of Collins's poetry is his ability to render
the ordinary extraordinary. In 'Night Sky', he transforms a mundane task
into a philosophical contemplation:
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“I close my eyes and lean back

into the night sky.

The stars are good company,

because they don't talk.”

“Through the act of closing his eyes, Collins invites us
to see beyond the visible. The stars become silent
companions, their celestial presence offering solace and
a sense of cosmic connection.

Nature's Timeless Symphony

'Nine Horses' is permeated by a deep appreciation for
the natural world. Collins's poems capture the beauty
and interconnectedness of nature, from the ephemeral
flight of a hummingbird to the grandeur of a mountain
range.

In 'The Golden Retrievals', he paints a vivid portrait of
his loyal canine companions:”

“They are the color of autumn,



of honey, of butter,

of sand, of sun, of sun.

They are the color of home.”

“Collins's language evokes the warm glow of
sunlight, suggesting a deep bond between
humans and animals. His poems remind us of
the enduring power of nature to comfort and
inspire.

Time's Relentless Journey

Time emerges as a central theme in 'Nine
Horses'. Collins deftly weaves past and
present, memory and regret, into a tapestry
that explores the fleeting nature of existence.

In 'The Lanyard', he reflects on the passage
of time through the mundane object of a
child's lanyard:”

“The lanyard is gone,



as is the boy

who wore it around his neck

and the day

when I saw him

and everything else

that was with us that day”

“Collins's poem captures the
bittersweet nostalgia of time's
passage, reminding us of the
ephemeral nature of our
experiences.
Critical Acclaim and Impact

'Nine Horses' has been widely
praised by critics and readers alike.
It was shortlisted for the National
Book Award and the Los Angeles



Times Book Prize, and won the
International Griffin Poetry Prize.

Collins's poetry has had a profound
impact on the literary landscape. His
ability to render the ordinary
extraordinary has inspired countless
readers to appreciate the beauty and
wonder of the everyday. His poems
invite us to look at the world with
fresh eyes and to find meaning in the
most unexpected places.

Billy Collins's 'Nine Horses' is a
timeless collection of poems that
explores the human condition with
wit, insight, and a deep appreciation
for the natural world. Through its
evocative language, playful imagery,
and philosophical depth, 'Nine
Horses' has become a beloved work
of American poetry, and a testament
to Collins's enduring legacy.”
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