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The story of Soldier Bear Bibi Dumon Tak is one of the most incredible
stories of World War I. Bibi was a black bear who was adopted by the 20th
Infantry Regiment in 1917. He quickly became a beloved mascot, and
accompanied the regiment to France, where he fought alongside the
soldiers in the trenches.

Bibi was a brave and loyal companion, and he quickly became a symbol of
the indomitable spirit of the American soldier. He was wounded in action,
but he refused to leave the front lines. He even earned the nickname "the
Devil Bear" from the German soldiers.

After the war, Bibi returned to the United States with the 20th Infantry
Regiment. He became a national celebrity, and was even awarded the
Purple Heart. He also served in Congress for a brief time, becoming the
first animal to ever hold elected office.

Bibi's story is a reminder of the important role that animals can play in our
lives. He was a brave and loyal companion, and he helped to boost the
morale of the soldiers during one of the darkest periods in American history.

Bibi's Early Life
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Bibi was born in 1915 in the wilds of Arkansas. He was orphaned at a
young age, and was taken in by a family of farmers. The farmers named
him "Bibi," which is short for "Bibendum," the name of the Michelin Tire
mascot.

Bibi quickly became a favorite of the farmers' children. He was a playful
and affectionate bear, and he loved to wrestle and play. He also had a
voracious appetite, and would often raid the family's pantry for food.

In 1917, the United States entered World War I. The farmers' son, John,
was drafted into the army. John was reluctant to leave Bibi behind, so he
decided to take him with him to training camp.

Bibi's Military Career

Bibi quickly became a favorite of the soldiers in John's regiment. He was a
morale booster, and he helped to keep the soldiers' spirits up during the
long and difficult months of training.

In 1918, John's regiment was shipped to France to fight in the war. Bibi
went with them, and he quickly became a legend on the front lines.

Bibi was a brave and loyal companion. He would often accompany the
soldiers into battle, and he would always be there to greet them when they
returned. He was even wounded in action, but he refused to leave the front
lines.

The German soldiers were so impressed by Bibi's bravery that they gave
him the nickname "the Devil Bear." They believed that Bibi was a
supernatural creature, and they were afraid to face him in battle.



Bibi's Post-War Career

After the war, Bibi returned to the United States with John. He became a
national celebrity, and was even awarded the Purple Heart. He also served
in Congress for a brief time, becoming the first animal to ever hold elected
office.

Bibi's story is a reminder of the important role that animals can play in our
lives. He was a brave and loyal companion, and he helped to boost the
morale of the soldiers during one of the darkest periods in American history.

Bibi's Legacy

Bibi died in 1936, at the age of 21. He is buried at the Arlington National
Cemetery, alongside the soldiers he served with during World War I.

Bibi's legacy lives on today. He is remembered as a brave and loyal
companion, and as a symbol of the indomitable spirit of the American
soldier.

There are many memorials to Bibi Dumon Tak. A statue of him stands in the
town square of Hot Springs, Arkansas, where he was born. There is also a
monument to him at the Arlington National Cemetery.

Bibi's story has been told in books, movies, and television shows. He is an
inspiration to us all, and his legacy will continue to live on for generations to
come.
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