
Spaces and Inequality: How Place-Based
Policies Shape Our Lives and Opportunities
In Spaces and Inequality, author Jacqueline Jones takes a deep dive into
the complex relationship between place and inequality. She examines how
place-based policies, such as zoning, school funding, and housing
discrimination, shape our life chances and opportunities.
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Jones argues that place-based policies are not simply neutral mechanisms
for allocating resources. Rather, they are often designed to maintain or
exacerbate existing inequalities. For example, zoning laws have been used
to segregate communities by race and class, while school funding formulas
often favor wealthy districts over poor ones.

The consequences of these place-based policies are far-reaching. They
affect our access to education, healthcare, jobs, and other essential
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resources. They also shape our sense of belonging and our ability to
participate in society.

Spaces and Inequality is a groundbreaking book that sheds new light on
the causes and consequences of inequality in America. It is a must-read for
anyone interested in understanding how our built environment shapes our
lives.
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In Spaces and Inequality, author Jacqueline Jones argues that place-based
policies are a major driver of inequality in America. She defines place-
based policies as "policies that are explicitly tied to a particular geographic
location." These policies can include zoning laws, school funding formulas,
and housing discrimination.

Jones shows how place-based policies have been used to create and
maintain segregated communities. For example, she discusses how zoning
laws have been used to keep low-income and minority residents out of
certain neighborhoods. She also shows how school funding formulas often
favor wealthy districts over poor ones.



The consequences of these place-based policies are far-reaching. They
affect our access to education, healthcare, jobs, and other essential
resources. They also shape our sense of belonging and our ability to
participate in society.

Chapter 1: The History of Place-Based Policies

In Chapter 1, Jones provides a historical overview of place-based policies
in the United States. She shows how these policies have been used to
create and maintain segregation, both intentionally and unintentionally.

Jones discusses the role of redlining in the creation of segregated
neighborhoods. Redlining was a practice of banks and other lenders
refusing to lend money to people living in certain areas, often due to their
race or ethnicity. This practice made it difficult for black families to buy
homes in white neighborhoods, and it helped to create the segregated
communities that we see today.

Jones also discusses the history of school funding in the United States.
She shows how school funding formulas have often favored wealthy
districts over poor ones. This has led to unequal access to educational
resources and opportunities for students in poor communities.

Chapter 2: The Impact of Place-Based Policies on Inequality

In Chapter 2, Jones examines the impact of place-based policies on
inequality. She shows how these policies have created and maintained
segregation, which has in turn led to unequal access to education,
healthcare, jobs, and other essential resources.



Jones discusses the research on the impact of segregation on educational
outcomes. She shows that students who live in segregated neighborhoods
are more likely to attend underfunded schools, and they are less likely to
have access to high-quality educational resources. This can lead to lower
test scores, lower graduation rates, and lower college attendance rates.

Jones also discusses the research on the impact of segregation on health
outcomes. She shows that people who live in segregated neighborhoods
are more likely to experience chronic diseases, such as heart disease,
stroke, and diabetes. They are also more likely to be exposed to
environmental hazards, such as air pollution and lead poisoning.

Chapter 3: Strategies for Overcoming Place-Based Inequality

In Chapter 3, Jones offers a number of strategies for overcoming place-
based inequality. She argues that we need to address the root causes of
segregation, such as racism and poverty. She also calls for policies that
promote integration and equal access to resources.

Jones discusses a number of promising strategies for overcoming place-
based inequality. These strategies include:

Increasing affordable housing in wealthy neighborhoods

Improving public transportation in low-income communities

Investing in early childhood education

Reforming school funding formulas

Creating community land trusts



Jones argues that these strategies can help to create more equitable
communities and improve the lives of all Americans.

Spaces and Inequality is a groundbreaking book that sheds new light on
the causes and consequences of inequality in America. It is a must-read for
anyone interested in understanding how our built environment shapes our
lives.

Jones's book is a call to action. She argues that we need to address the
root causes of inequality and create more equitable communities. She
offers a number of promising strategies for ng so, and she calls on us to
work together to create a more just and equitable society.
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