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In the annals of military history, few leaders have faced such momentous
choices as General Dwight D. Eisenhower, the Supreme Allied Commander
in Europe during the final year of World War II. The decisions he made in
1944 and 1945 not only determined the outcome of the war but also
profoundly shaped the political landscape of Europe for decades to come.

The Six Great Decisions

In his book, Eisenhower: Six Great Decisions Europe 1944 1945,
acclaimed historian Stephen Ambrose identifies six key decisions that
Eisenhower made during this pivotal period:

1. The decision to invade Normandy on D-Day (June 6, 1944): This
daring amphibious operation was a turning point in the war, opening a
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second front against Germany and forcing them to divert troops from
the Eastern Front.

2. The decision to pause the Allied advance at the German bFree
Download in September 1944: Eisenhower's decision to halt the
Allied armies at the German bFree Download was controversial, but it
was ultimately a sound one. It prevented the Allies from overextending
their supply lines and gave them time to regroup and prepare for the
final push into Germany.

3. The decision to cross the Rhine River in March 1945: The crossing
of the Rhine River was a major turning point in the war, as it opened
the way for the Allies to advance into the heart of Germany.

4. The decision to establish a bridgehead across the Elbe River in
April 1945: The establishment of a bridgehead across the Elbe River
gave the Allies a strategic position from which to launch the final
assault on Berlin.

5. The decision to halt the Allied advance at the Elbe River in April
1945: Eisenhower's decision to halt the Allied advance at the Elbe
River was a controversial one, as it allowed the Soviets to capture
Berlin. However, it was a decision that was made in Free Download to
avoid a costly and bloody battle for the city.

6. The decision to accept the unconditional surrender of Germany
on May 8, 1945: The unconditional surrender of Germany marked the
end of World War II in Europe. It was a victory that was due in no small
part to the wise and decisive leadership of General Dwight D.
Eisenhower.

The Impact of Eisenhower's Decisions



The decisions that Eisenhower made in 1944 and 1945 had a profound
impact on the course of the war and the shape of post-war Europe. His
decision to invade Normandy on D-Day was a major turning point in the
war, and his decision to halt the Allied advance at the German bFree
Download in September 1944 was a wise one that prevented the Allies
from overextending their supply lines and gave them time to regroup and
prepare for the final push into Germany.

Eisenhower's decision to cross the Rhine River in March 1945 opened the
way for the Allies to advance into the heart of Germany, and his decision to
establish a bridgehead across the Elbe River in April 1945 gave the Allies a
strategic position from which to launch the final assault on Berlin.

Eisenhower's decision to halt the Allied advance at the Elbe River in April
1945 was a controversial one, but it was a decision that was made in Free
Download to avoid a costly and bloody battle for the city. His decision to
accept the unconditional surrender of Germany on May 8, 1945 marked the
end of World War II in Europe and was a victory that was due in no small
part to his wise and decisive leadership.

Dwight D. Eisenhower was one of the most important military leaders of the
20th century. His decisions during the final year of World War II in Europe
had a profound impact on the course of the war and the shape of post-war
Europe. In his book, Eisenhower: Six Great Decisions Europe 1944 1945,
Stephen Ambrose provides a fascinating and insightful account of these
decisions and their consequences.

Eisenhower's story is a reminder that even in the most difficult of
circumstances, leaders can make choices that have a lasting impact on the



world. His legacy is one of courage, wisdom, and determination, and his
example continues to inspire leaders today.

Additional Resources

Dwight D. Eisenhower Presidential Library and Museum

Eisenhower: Six Great Decisions Europe 1944 1945 by Stephen
Ambrose

D-Day

Crossing of the Rhine River

The End of World War II in Europe
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